Chapter 19: Geography and the Early Settlements of China

19.1 Introduction

China Geography
· Highest mountains, Himalayas
· One of largest deserts, Taklamakan
· Long rivers

Weather in China

· Varies: Ice storms to sandstorms


Vocab

· Geographic Regions: an area of land with own characteristics
· Climate: average weather
· Physical features: aspect of land; mountains, plateaus, rivers
· Vegetation: Plant life



19.2 An Overview of China’s Geography


Modern China

· Third largest country land area
· Largest population, over one-billion

Ancient China

· Divided into two areas, Outer Chine and Inner China
· Did not unite until 1600s


Geography of Outer China
· Western and Northern
· SW: Himalayas
· SW: Tibet-Qinghai Plateau (Tibetan Plateau); Largest plateau, very cold and snowy
· NW: Desert, low land, and hot
· NE: Long winter, short summer
Geography of Inner China

· Eastern China
· Close to sea
· Rivers with rich soil
· Easier to live
· North China Plain: Drier and cool
· Chang Jiang Basins: Warm and wet


19.3 The Tibet-Qinghai Plateau

Tibet-Qinghai Plateau


Major Rivers


19. 4 The Northwestern Deserts

Taklamakan Desert

Gobi Desert

19.5 The Northeastern Plain

19.6 The North China Plain

19.7 The Middle and Lower Chang Jiang Basins

19.8 Early Settlements in Ancient China

19.9 Ancient China’s Isolation

19.10 Different Regions, Different Ways of Life

Life in Outer China

Life in Inner China
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